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Ghosts
By CCerese SSanborn

SPAULDING HIGH SCHOOL, GRADE 10

Broken sounds
Painful deaths
Mournful sobbing
Heartbreaking screams
Scaring you
Might be fun
Haunting the places
Where they died
Some play tricks
While others are cruel
Breaking things
Hurting people
Could they be
Signs of revenge?
Can’t you see me?

Can’t you see me?
By JJasmine CCarpenter

MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL, GRADE 11

I walk through the night
People pass me but they look right
through me.
Can you see me? I shout at them.
They just walk on by.
I remember crashing,
then the feeling of nothing.
Can you see me? I shout
To a couple of teen girls.
They just walk on by.
I’m confused,
here I am,
plain as day.
Screaming at the people,
but they say nothing back to me,
they don’t even look at me. 
I remember blood,
Then here I am in the middle of town.
Can you see me? I shout to a business
man
Talking on his Blackberry.
He walks on by talking about a merger.
Then I hear someone talk,
About a crash the night before.
Two dead, a boy and a girl.
Another critically wounded.
You can’t hear me…

Funeral
By JJamie SSanders

NORTHFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, GRADE 12

My Grandmother Freida died in
2004 at 3:30 a.m. A few days before her
funeral I started waking up at 3:30 every
morning. I would wake up hearing
something that sounded like a knock on
my door. My eyes would wander over to
the door and stare at it. Each time I
thought it was just in my dream. Then I
would hear my door handle shake, then
turn. My door would open up about six
inches, but no one was ever there. A few
seconds later it would shut. I was always
too shocked to be scared, and too many
things were running through my head. I
wondered if I had really seen that hap-
pen, if it was maybe even my grand-
mother’s ghost, or if I was just dreaming.

Once the funeral was over, so was
my streak of waking up at 3:30. I
became certain it had been my grand-
mother opening the door. I never told
anybody about it then because I wasn’t
sure people would believe me. 

Later on my family and I were talk-
ing about the week of the funeral, and I
was not the only one with a story. Many
similar things happened that week and
we were sure it was my grandmother let-
ting us know she was there. 

Ghosts
By KKay BBushman

U-32 MIDDLE SCHOOL, GRADE 8
I must believe in ghosts. I have to believe

that every chill I feel, every disembodied word I
hear, every unexplained household noise, every
time the door creaks open of its own accord,
every misplaced item, every penny I find on my
bedroom floor, every echo, every footstep, every
trick of the light, is you.

Maybe it’s not completely you, just the
last breath you left here, released into the
atmosphere as you began to disappear, but
it’s something, isn’t it? Something I can
wrap my hand around, figuratively.

I need some promise that I never imagined
you. You were here, you are here, you will be
here, you will come back.

Others might say it’s denial. It’s grief.
Maybe the girl isn’t all right in the head?

No, no, I assure them. I’m fine. I’m
sane, I’m over it; I’ve moved on.

But still, I wonder. Was that really just
the shadow of a passing car I saw on my
wall that night in August? Was I just hav-
ing an involuntary chill under those
sheets? Was it just a strong breeze from
my window that swept my door closed, or
was it the trapped soul of a boy who was
visiting those he had left behind? 

The Hogwarts
Express

By CChristian MMacarilla
CROSSETT BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL, GRADE 8

(Excerpt: Full story: oungwritersproject.org)
... “Watch it you. Oh, Forrest, it’s

you,” said his other best friend
Hermione.

“Hello Hermione,” said Forrest,
punctuating the syllable.

“Hello,” she said.
“Hurry or else were going to miss

the Hogwarts Express!”
Forrest put his luggage on the train

and boarded.
Half way to Hogwarts the train

slowed to a stop and everything got cold.
Nine figures appeared all in black robes.

“Nowhere to go now,” said the fig-
ure in a deathly voice.

“Hey wait a second,” said Forrest.
“Aren’t you supposed to be in a dif-

ferent movie?”
“Are you Frodo Baggins?” the thing

said.
“No sir, I’m Forest, Forest Gump.”
“Oh, my bad; I’m sorry,” the figure

said. “Let’s go, boys.” And with that they
were gone. ...

The Ooooh!
By CCassidy WWhitley

BARRE TOWN SCHOOL, GRADE 4

One day when I was sleeping I heard a
noise so I woke up. It was coming from my
mom’s room. I got up and went to see if
everything was OK. Then I saw a faint
white puff of smoke. So I ran into my
mom’s room, and when I was running I
saw her smile and wave at me! I jumped up
on her bed and yelled, “I’m scared!” 

My mom said, “It is OK. You’re with
me now!” 

Ever since then I have called the white
puff of smoke the ooooh! 

Favorite character

Never alone
By NNate LLavigne

BERLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, GRADE 6

(Excerpt:  Full story at youngwritersproject.org)
... John would often stay home when

his parents went into town for errands or
out to dinner with some of their friends. It
seemed that every time that they were
gone from the house John would experi-
ence something unusual. One time he was
watching television and it just turned off.
Another time he was in the living room
and heard the kitchen sink water running.
A few other times he swears he could hear
footsteps upstairs walking around, and
whispering voices. ...

On one of the coldest winter nights of
the year John’s parents were invited to a
house party of some of their new friends.
John didn’t want to go so he said he’d stay
home alone. It wasn’t even 10 minutes
after they had left that weird stuff started
happening. First John went into the
kitchen to make himself a snack and all of
the cabinet drawers were open. Then the
doorbell started to ring so John ran into
the living room to shut off the TV and ran
upstairs to look out his bedroom window
to see if there was a car in the driveway.
Right when he got to his door it was shut
so he tried to open it but it was locked.
He ran to his parent’s bedroom and that
door was also locked. Every door upstairs
was locked. So he ran back downstairs to
find that all the windows and main doors
were opened wide. ...

More student writing 
at

youngwritersproject.org



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /BaskOldFace
    /CaslonFB-BoldCondensed
    /Erikrighthand-Regular
    /FranklinGothic-Book
    /FranklinGothic-BookItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Demi
    /HelveticaLTStd-Cond
    /HelveticaNeueLT-Light
    /HelveticaNeueLTStd-Roman
    /OlympianLT
    /OlympianLTStd
    /PoynterOSTextTwoLBold
    /PoynterOSTextTwoLItalic
    /PoynterOSTextTwoLRoman
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /TimesNRMT-Semibold
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 199
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50251
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [836.640 1512.000]
>> setpagedevice


