
 
The Calvin Writing Prize 

First Place: $1,500  

Second Place: $500  

 

To apply visit: 

www.coolidgefoundation.org/the-calvin-writing-prize/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where?    When?     Who? 
Thales Academy Rolesville  Saturday, October 14th   New and Novice debaters  
1201 Granite Falls BLVD   8 AM – 5 PM    Grades 7 through 12 
Rolesville, NC 27571    

“The individual has rights, but only the citizen has the power to protect rights. And the 

protection of rights is righteous.” – President Calvin Coolidge 

 

Prompt: Imagine that you are President of the United States. Pick one issue today where you believe America's founding 
principles guaranteeing equal rights for all citizens are not being fully realized. Write a speech you would deliver as 
president urging Americans to correct the injustice. Presidents are often inspired and informed by the ideals and 
accomplishments of previous Chief Executives. In your speech, you must use examples from President Calvin Coolidge's 
life and beliefs as evident from his speeches and actions. Your speech must be 800 words or fewer. Upload your 
submission and access research materials at www.coolidgefoundation.org/the-calvin-writing-prize/. 

Background: America's founding documents recognize that all individuals possess certain inalienable rights. The U.S. 
Constitution establishes a system of government designed to protect these rights for its citizens. It is important to realize 
that citizens’ rights do not come from the government, but rather are protected by the government. The first 10 
amendments to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights, as well as, additional amendments and numerous laws 
seek to ensure individual rights are upheld. It is important that the law not discriminate against certain individuals or 
groups, but rather treat all citizens equally. In instances when rights’ protections are not being applied equally among 
citizens, there is said to be a civil rights abuse.  

President Coolidge understood the importance of citizens’ rights and did much to secure the rights of those whom he 
believed were not having their rights upheld. His respect for all individuals’ rights led him to reach out publicly to many 
different groups that were experiencing prejudice during his political career. For example, he gave the commencement 
speech at historically black Howard University, spoke at the dedication of the Jewish Community Center in Washington 
D.C., addressed the (Catholic) Holy Name Society, signed the Indian Citizenship Act, and supported the right of an African 
American candidate to run for political office by confronting those who would deny the candidate that right. Coolidge 
once said, “If ever the citizen comes to feel that our government does not protect him in the free and equal assertion of 
his rights at home and abroad, he will withdraw his allegiance from that government, as he ought to, and bestow it on 
some more worthy object.” 

For more information on Coolidge’s work and thought on civil and individual rights, including speeches, quotes, and 

research articles, please visit: www.coolidgefoundation.org/the-calvin-writing-prize/. 

 

         

http://www.coolidgefoundation.org/events/thalesregistration
http://www.coolidgefoundation.org/the-calvin-writing-prize/


Resources: 
How Did Coolidge Champion Civil Rights? Timeline 
https://coolidgefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/President-Coolidge-Civil-Rights.pdf 
 

The Little Known History of Coolidge and Civil Rights by Kurt Schmoke. Coolidge Quarterly, Nov. 2016:  
https://coolidgefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/TheCoolidgeQuarterly_October2016.pdf 
 

Coolidge Speeches on Rights 
https://coolidgefoundation.org/relevant-coolidge-speeches-on-rights/ 
 

Opening the Door to Hope: Coolidge and Civil Rights a lecture by Rushad Thomas 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQBvfGAkKuw 
 

Every Native America a Citizen 
https://coolidgefoundation.org/blog/every-native-american-a-citizen/ 
 

The Klu Klux Klan in Calvin Coolidge’s America by Jerry L. Wallace 
https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/essays-papers-addresses-23/ 
 
The United States Bill of Rights from the U.S. Government Publish Office 
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/GPO-CONAN-1992/pdf/GPO-CONAN-1992-7.pdf 
 
 
Rules: 

1. Deadline to submit: May 11, 2018. 
2. To be eligible to compete, the contestant must be a current resident of the state of Vermont or 

attend school in Vermont. 
3. Contestants must be between 13 and 19 years old on May 11, 2018.  
4. Writing submissions must contain 800 words or fewer. 
5. The submitting author may have a teacher or mentor provide feedback on a draft, but the 

submission must reflect the author’s own original thinking and writing. 

 
 
About the Calvin Prize for Vermont Youth: 
The Calvin Prize for Vermont Youth is a prize named after President Calvin Coolidge and his son, Calvin 
Coolidge, Jr. It is for writers ages 13 to 19 currently living or attending school in the state of Vermont. 
The first-place prize of $1,500 and the runner-up prize of $500 are awarded for submission that best 
addresses the prompt of this year’s prize. The winners will be invited to attend and be honored at the 
Coolidge Foundation’s annual summer gala in Plymouth Notch, VT in early July 2018. The Coolidge 
Foundation is grateful to the Young Writers Project for its partnership in the Calvin Prize contest.  
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